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The meeting was called to order by Barbara Szelag, Chair at
1:40 p.m.

Members Present: WWanda Barker, Carolyn Eke-Peart, Harriet
Ellington, Mabel Gonzalez, Mary F. Jones, Marylin Merida,
Felix Spann, Barbara Szelag, Ann Sherman-\VWhite, Mona
Wright

Members Absent: Cindy Brown, Lisa Sampson, Linda
Stephenson, Shanita West

Guests Present: Janet Kitchen, Belinda Maxwell, John
Melartin, Jameson Mercier, Desmon Newton, Wendy Pearson,
Amanda Schall, Rita Winstead

Grantee Staff Present: Valetta Rhinehart

Health Council Staff Present: Nicole Brown

One item was added to the agenda.

VA. Perinatal Program Update

The January meeting minutes were adopted as written.

There was no Care Council meeting held in February.

Rita Winstead gave an update on the Perinatal Program.
Several members of the WICY&F Committee attended the
Planning and Evaluation Committee meeting in February to
request a waiver to the Care Council’'s spending cap on
medical education. The Care Council set a spending restriction
that 75% of the primary care allocation must be spent on
medical care and no more than 25% may be used for patient
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education. The current perinatal program relies heavily on
education. Dr. Emmanuel who works with the perinatal
program presented case studies and information showing the
program’s success to the Planning and Evaluation Committee.
The Planning and Evaluation Committee has recommended to

the Care Council that an exception be granted to this program.

Rita also stated that it was noted at the Health Services
Advisory Committee that other primary care programs were
also affected by the funding caps.

John Melartin gave an explanation of how the funding caps
were set through a Planning and Evaluation Committee Ad
Hoc. These spending limits will go into effect March 1, 2007.

Barbara Szelag presented the recommended changes to the
WICY&F Committee work plan. These proposed changes
were discussed at a committee work group that met on
February 21st to integrate the 2005 Minority AIDS Initiative
(MALI) study recommendations into the committee’s work plan.

Some of the suggested changes to the work plan were to the
committee’s purpose as written in the bylaws and to the
Comprehensive Plan Goal 4. It was pointed out that those
components of the work plan could not be changed by the
WICY&F Committee because they were reviewed by other
committees and approved by the Care Council. The WICY&F
Committee members felt it is important to change the
committee purpose and comprehensive plan goal and will ask
the Membership Committee and Planning and Evaluation
Committee to discuss the proposed changes.

The following motion was passed: (M: Merida S: Barker, 10
yes, 0 no, O abstentions).

THAT THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE BYLAWS BE
FORWARDED TO THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE FOR
REVIEW AND THAT THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOAL 4 BE FORWARDED TO
THE PLANNING AND EVALUATION COMMITTEE FOR
REVIEW AND THAT THE OTHER PROPOSED CHANGES
TO THE WOMEN, INFANTS, CHILDREN, YOUTH AND
FAMILIES COMMITTEE WORK PLAN BE ADOPTED.

Ann Sherman-White and Carolyn Eke-Peart agreed to take a
lead role in planning the Mother of the Year Community Event.
This event will be a combination of the Mother of the Year
Luncheon and the spring Town Hall. The committee chose
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